
The Celebration of  Worship
July 19, 2020  7th Sunday after Pentecost

Interim Pastor:	 Rev. Dr. Pamela Anderson
Pastoral Residents:	 Rola Al Ashkar
	 Veronica Gould

Welcome
Please join in lighting a candle at home.

Introit
All: Make us one, Lord, make us one.  Holy Spirit make us one. Let 

Your love flow so the world will know, we are one in You.

Special Video
Many thanks to Eddie & Yvonne Fong for filming the video.

Call to Worship 
Leader: In the midst of  strife, God is with us!
People: Come, O Lord, and pour Your word into our hearts.
Leader: In the anguish and grief  of  everyday living, God is with us!
People: Hear our cries, O Lord, and quiet our spirits!
Leader: Come, let us open our hearts and spirits to the Lord.
All: We come, with confidence and hope in the presence of  God. 

Amen.

Gathering Hymn
“As the Deer”  

Prayer of  Confession & Assurance of  God’s Grace 
All: Patient Lord, it is so easy for us to focus on all the things that 

are wrong. We spend much time and energy in anger and sorrow, 
leaving behind the possibilities of  hope and service to You. Ease 
our hearts, O Lord. Forgive our willingness to get caught up in the 
negative. Direct our steps toward positive actions that will produce 
growth and peace. Amen.

Leader: God’s seeds of  love have already been sown in your midst. Come 
and see the love of  God outpoured for you. You are God’s beloved ones. 
Come, live in the light of  God. Amen.

Response to God’s Forgiveness
Glory be to Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost, as it 

was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end, 
Amen, Amen.

Passing of  the Peace
Leader: The peace of  the Lord be with you always.
All: And also with you.

Discovery Table  	 Rev. Dr. Pamela Anderson

Hymn of  Grace
“Change My Heart, O God”

Unison Prayer Of  Guidance
All: Now may the words of  our mouth, the meditation of  our hearts, 

the interpretation of  our minds, and the response of  our hands be 
acceptable to You, our Lord and our Redeemer. In Christ’s name 
we pray. Amen.

First Scripture Reading	 Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24

O LORD, You have searched me and known me. You know when I 
sit down and when I rise up; You discern my thoughts from far away. 
You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all 
my ways. Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, You know it 
completely. You hem me in, behind and before, and lay Your hand upon 
me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot 
attain it. Where can I go from Your spirit? Or where can I flee from 
Your presence? If  I ascend to heaven, You are there; if  I make my bed 
in Sheol, You are there. If  I take the wings of  the morning and settle at 
the farthest limits of  the sea, even there Your hand shall lead me, and 
Your right hand shall hold me fast. If  I say, “Surely the darkness shall 
cover me, and the light around me become night,” even the darkness is 
not dark to You; the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light 
to You. Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my 
thoughts. See if  there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting.



Second Scripture Reading 	 Matthew 13:24-30
Matthew 13:24-30
[Jesus] put before them another parable: “The kingdom of  heaven may 
be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while 
everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the 
wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, 
then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of  the householder 
came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? 
Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy 
has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and 
gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would 
uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of  them grow together until 
the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds 
first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into 
my barn.’”

 

Sermon	 Rola Al Ashkar

Opportunity To Present Offerings & Doxology

Please enter any prayer requests, joys or concerns, in the comments of  the 
Facebook Live video so we can include you in our prayers.

All: Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; praise God all 
creatures here below. Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Creator, 
Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of  Dedication	 Rola Al Ashkar
	

Joys & Concerns/Pastoral Prayer	 Veronica Gould

The Lord’s Prayer 
All:  Our  Parent  Who  art  in heaven, hallowed be Your name.  Your  

kingdom  come,  Your  will  be  done,  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and  forgive  us  our  debts,  as  we  
forgive  our  debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil, for Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn   
Special Song by Rola Al Ashkar

Benediction	 Rola Al Ashkar

Response: “Shalom”
Sha rom, sha rom, mata a u hi ma de. Sha rom, sha rom, 
Kami  no  mi  megumi.  (Peace,  peace,  until  we  meet 
again.  Peace,  peace,  may  we  be  blessed  with  grace 
from God.)
Sha rom, sha rom, mata a u hi ma de. Sha rom, sha rom, 
yuta  kani,  yuta  kani,  yuta  kani.  (Peace,  peace,  until 
we meet again. Peace, peace, abundantly, abundantly, 
abundantly.)


