
The Celebration of  Worship
Aug 23, 2020  12th Sunday after Pentecost

Interim Pastor: Rev. Dr. Pamela Anderson
Pastoral Residents: Rola Al Ashkar
 Veronica Gould

Welcome
Please join in lighting a candle at home.

Introit
All: Make us one, Lord, make us one.  Holy Spirit make us one. Let 
Your love flow so the world will know, we are one in You.

Special Video
Thanks to our contributors and our videographer, Jonathan Sakakibara.

Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 22)
Leader: A reading from Psalm 22: My praise for You resounds in the 
great assembly; I will fulfill my vows before those who fear You.
People: The poor will eat and be satisfied; 
Leader: those who seek the LORD will praise God.
People: May your hearts live forever!
Leader: They will come and proclaim God’s righteousness to a people 
yet unborn--
All: All that the LORD has done.

Gathering Hymn
“Arise, Your Light Is Come!”  

Confession and Assurance of  God’s Grace
All: Have mercy upon us, most merciful God;
  in Your compassion forgive us our sins,
  known and unknown,
  things done and left undone;
  and so uphold us by Your Spirit
  that we may live and serve You in newness of  life,
  to the honor and glory of  Your Name;
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Leader: In the mercy of  God Almighty, we have been given a new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of  Jesus Christ from the 
dead.
All: Nothing in all of  creation will separate us from the love of  God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Response to God’s Forgiveness
Glory be to Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost, as it 
was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end, 
Amen, Amen.

Passing of  the Peace
Leader: The peace of  the Lord be with you always.
All: And also with you.

Discovery Table   Veronica Gould

Hymn of  Grace
“Breathe on Me, Breath of  God”

Unison Prayer Of  Guidance
All: Now may the words of  our mouth, the meditation of  our hearts, 
the interpretation of  our minds, and the response of  our hands be 
acceptable to You, our Lord and our Redeemer. In Christ’s name 
we pray. Amen.

First Scripture Reading  Exodus 1:8-22
Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said 
to his people, “Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more 
powerful than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will 
increase and, in the event of  war, join our enemies and fight against us 
and escape from the land.” Therefore they set taskmasters over them 
to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and 
Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more they were oppressed, the more they 
multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. 

The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, and 
made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every 
kind of  field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed 
on them. The king of  Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of  whom 
was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, “When you act as midwives to 
the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, if  it is a boy, kill 



him; but if  it is a girl, she shall live.” But the midwives feared God; they 
did not do as the king of  Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys 
live. So the king of  Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, 
“Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to live?” The midwives 
said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian 
women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to 
them.” So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied 
and became very strong. And because the midwives feared God, he gave 
them families. Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every boy that 
is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let 
every girl live.”

Second Scripture Reading Matthew 16:13-20
When Jesus came into the district of  Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of  Man is?” And they said, 
“Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah 
or one of  the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that 
I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of  the 
living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of  
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father 
in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of  Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you 
the keys of  the kingdom of  heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will 
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he 
was the Messiah.

 

Sermon Rev. Dr. Pamela Anderson

“Hidden Figures: Baby Bodyguards”

Opportunity To Present Offerings & Doxology

Please enter any prayer requests, joys or concerns, in the comments of  the 
Facebook Live video so we can include you in our prayers.

All: Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; praise God all 
creatures here below. Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Creator, 
Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of  Dedication Rev. Dr. Pamela Anderson
 

Joys & Concerns/Pastoral Prayer Rola Al Ashkar

The Lord’s Prayer 
All:  Our  Parent  Who  art  in heaven, hallowed be Your name.  
Your  kingdom  come,  Your  will  be  done,  on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and  forgive  us  our  debts,  
as  we  forgive  our  debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil, for Yours is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn   
“Today We All Are Called to be Disciples”

Benediction Rev. Dr. Pamela Anderson

Response: “Shalom”
Sha rom, sha rom, mata a u hi ma de. Sha rom, sha rom, 
Kami  no  mi  megumi.  (Peace,  peace,  until  we  meet 
again.  Peace,  peace,  may  we  be  blessed  with  grace 
from God.)
Sha rom, sha rom, mata a u hi ma de. Sha rom, sha rom, 
yuta  kani,  yuta  kani,  yuta  kani.  (Peace,  peace,  until 
we meet again. Peace, peace, abundantly, abundantly, 
abundantly.)
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In Appreciation:
Online Greeter TBD
Flowers Jerry &  Maurine Huang


