
The Celebration of  Worship
September 13, 2020  15th Sunday after Pentecost

Interim Pastor:	 Rev. Dr. Pamela Anderson
Pastoral Residents:	 Rola Al Ashkar
	 Veronica Gould

Special Video
Thanks to the contributors and to Jonathan Sakakibara for the video.

Welcome
Please join in lighting a candle at home.

Introit
All: Make us one, Lord, make us one.  Holy Spirit make us one. Let 
Your love flow so the world will know, we are one in You.

Call to Worship 
Leader: Sing praise to God who rescues us when we fall!
Congregation: Sing praise to God who walks with us on all our 
journeys!
Leader: Even though we fall, God lifts us and places us on paths of  
peace.
Congregation: Even though we stray, God finds us and brings us 
back to lives of  hope.
Leader: Thanks be to God, whose love is continually with us.
All: Praise be to God, whose mercy is over us all. Amen. 

Gathering Hymn
“Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah”  

Confession and Assurance of  God’s Grace
Leader: Lord, we confess that we don’t always turn to You in our troubles. 
Sometimes we are paralyzed by fear and anxiety. We cannot see the light 
of  Your love but only the ongoing darkness and hopelessness. 
All: Clear our sight, O Lord. Bind up our wounded spirits. Fill us 
with Your mercy and love. Forgive us when we stray; when we fear; 
when we falter. Pick us up and place us on pathways of  peace and 
hope. Amen.

Leader: No matter what befalls us, the Lord walks with us on the path, 
bringing us courage and hope. No matter what, we belong to the Lord, 
now and forever. 
All: Amen.

Response to God’s Forgiveness
Glory be to Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost, as it 
was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end, 
Amen, Amen.

Passing of  the Peace
Leader: The peace of  the Lord be with you always.
All: And also with you.

Discovery Table	 Rola Al Ashkar
  	

Hymn of  Grace
“Bless the Lord my Soul”

Unison Prayer Of  Guidance
All: Now may the words of  our mouth, the meditation of  our hearts, 
the interpretation of  our minds, and the response of  our hands be 
acceptable to You, our Lord and our Redeemer. In Christ’s name 
we pray. Amen.

First Scripture Reading 	 Exodus 14:19-31
Then the angel of  God, who had been traveling in front of  Israel’s army, 
withdrew and went behind them. The pillar of  cloud also moved from 
in front and stood behind them, coming between the armies of  Egypt 
and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the one 
side and light to the other side; so neither went near the other all night 
long. Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night 
the Lord drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into 
dry land. The waters were divided, and the Israelites went through the 
sea on dry ground, with a wall of  water on their right and on their left. 
The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and 
horsemen followed them into the sea. 
During the last watch of  the night the Lord looked down from the pillar 
of  fire and cloud at the Egyptian army and threw it into confusion. He 
jammed the wheels of  their chariots so that they had difficulty driving. 
And the Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the Israelites! The Lord is 
fighting for them against Egypt.” Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch 



out your hand over the sea so that the waters may flow back over the 
Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen.” Moses stretched out his 
hand over the sea, and at daybreak the sea went back to its place. The 
Egyptians were fleeing toward it, and the Lord swept them into the sea. 
The water flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen—the 
entire army of  Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not 
one of  them survived. But the Israelites went through the sea on dry 
ground, with a wall of  water on their right and on their left. That day 
the Lord saved Israel from the hands of  the Egyptians, and Israel saw 
the Egyptians lying dead on the shore. And when the Israelites saw the 
mighty hand of  the Lord displayed against the Egyptians, the people 
feared the Lord and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant.

Second Scripture Reading	 Exodus 15:1b-11,20-21
I will sing to the Lord, for God has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider 
God has thrown into the sea. The Lord is my strength and my might, 
and God has become my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise the 
Lord, my father’s God, and I will exalt God. The Lord is a warrior; the 
Lord is Her name. 
Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he cast into the sea; his picked officers 
were sunk in the Red Sea. The floods covered them; they went down 
into the depths like a stone. Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power-
-Your right hand, O Lord, shattered the enemy. In the greatness of  
your majesty You overthrew Your adversaries; You sent out Your fury, 
it consumed them like stubble. At the blast of  your nostrils the waters 
piled up, the floods stood up in a heap; the deeps congealed in the heart 
of  the sea. The enemy said, “I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide 
the spoil, my desire shall have its fill of  them. I will draw my sword, my 
hand shall destroy them.” 
You blew with your wind, the sea covered them; they sank like lead in the 
mighty waters. “Who is like You, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like 
You, majestic in holiness, awesome in splendor, doing wonders?” Then 
the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and 
all the women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. 
And Miriam sang to them: 
“Sing to the Lord, for God has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider 
God has thrown into the sea.”

Sermon	 Rev. Dr. Pamela Anderson
“Desert Dancing and Burning Man”

Holy Communion	 Rev. Dr. Pamela Anderson

Please have elements of  your choice available to receive virtual communion.

Opportunity To Present Offerings & Doxology

Please enter any prayer requests, joys or concerns, in the comments of  the 
Facebook Live video so we can include you in our prayers.

All: Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; praise God all 
creatures here below. Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Creator, 
Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of  Dedication	 Rev. Dr. Pamela Anderson
	

Joys & Concerns/Pastoral Prayer	 Veronica Gould

The Lord’s Prayer 
All:  Our  Parent  Who  art  in heaven, hallowed be Your name.  
Your  kingdom  come,  Your  will  be  done,  on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and  forgive  us  our  debts,  
as  we  forgive  our  debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil, for Yours is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn   
“I Danced in the Morning”

Benediction	 Veronica Gould

Response: “Shalom”
Sha rom, sha rom, mata a u hi ma de. Sha rom, sha rom, 
Kami  no  mi  megumi.  (Peace,  peace,  until  we  meet 
again.  Peace,  peace,  may  we  be  blessed  with  grace 
from God.)
Sha rom, sha rom, mata a u hi ma de. Sha rom, sha rom, 
yuta  kani,  yuta  kani,  yuta  kani.  (Peace,  peace,  until 
we meet again. Peace, peace, abundantly, abundantly, 
abundantly.)

In Appreciation:
Online Greeter	 TBD
Flowers	 Stan & Christine Umeda


