
The Celebration of  Worship
October 11, 2020  19th Sunday after Pentecost

Interim Pastor:	 Rev. Dr. Pamela Anderson
Pastoral Residents:	 Rola Al Ashkar
	 Veronica Gould

Special Video
Thanks to the contributors and to Jonathan Sakakibara for the video.

Welcome
Please join in lighting a candle at home.

Introit
All: Make us one, Lord, make us one.  Holy Spirit make us one. Let 
Your love flow so the world will know, we are one in You.

Call to Worship 
Leader: Our call to worship today comes from an inclusive translation 
of  Psalm 23 by David Gissen. In addition to being a gender-inclusive 
translation, it is also translated into language more easily heard by people 
with hearing impairments. May we receive the familiar message of  Psalm 
23 with fresh imagination:
Leader: My guardian, I am your lamb. You tend to me.
People: You let me lie in a green meadow and lead me to a quiet 
pool.
Leader: You maintain me and guide me along the road.
People: In the valley of  the dead, You make me bold by guiding 
me with your cane.
Leader: You let me eat when in danger. You put oil on my head and I 
drink plenty.
All: I know love and tender care every day; and I will dwell by you 
eternally.

    

Gathering Hymn
“Fairest Lord Jesus”  

Confession and Assurance of  God’s Grace
Leader: God of  the future, You are coming in power to bring all peoples 
and all nations under your rule. 
All: We confess that we have not expected Your kingdom, for we 
live casual lives, ignoring Your promised judgment. We accept 
lies as truth, exploit neighbors, abuse the earth, and refuse Your 
justice and peace. In Your mercy, forgive us. Grant us wisdom to 
welcome Your way, and to seek things that will endure when Christ 
comes to judge the world.
Leader: May God Almighty have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and 
bring us to everlasting life. Amen.

Response to God’s Forgiveness
Glory be to Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost, as it 
was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end, 
Amen, Amen.

Passing of  the Peace
Leader: The peace of  the Lord be with you always.
All: And also with you.

Discovery Table	 Veronica Gould
  	

Hymn of  Grace
“Come Down, O Love Divine”

Unison Prayer Of  Guidance
All: Now may the words of  our mouth, the meditation of  our hearts, 
the interpretation of  our minds, and the response of  our hands be 
acceptable to You, our Lord and our Redeemer. In Christ’s name 
we pray. Amen.

First Scripture Reading 	 Philippians 4:1-9
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy 
and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. I urge Euodia 
and I urge Syntyche to be of  the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask 
you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled 
beside me in the work of  the gospel, together with Clement and the rest 
of  my co-workers, whose names are in the book of  life. Rejoice in the 
Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. 



The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. And the peace of  God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, beloved, 
whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if  there is any 
excellence and if  there is anything worthy of  praise, think about these 
things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and 
heard and seen in me, and the God of  peace will be with you.

Second Scripture Reading	 Matthew 22:1-14
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom of  
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his 
son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding 
banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, 
‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my 
oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; 
come to the wedding banquet.’ But they made light of  it and went away, 
one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, 
mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his 
troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said 
to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 
Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the 
wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered 
all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled 
with guests. “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed 
a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, 
‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was 
speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and 
foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of  teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.”

Sermon	 Rev. Dr. Pamela Anderson
“Beauty as Resistance”

Opportunity To Present Offerings & Doxology

Please enter any prayer requests, joys or concerns, in the comments of  the 
Facebook Live video so we can include you in our prayers.

All: Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; praise God all 
creatures here below. Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Creator, 
Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of  Dedication	 Rev. Dr. Pamela Anderson
	

Joys & Concerns/Pastoral Prayer	 Veronica Gould

The Lord’s Prayer 
All:  Our  Parent  Who  art  in heaven, hallowed be Your name.  
Your  kingdom  come,  Your  will  be  done,  on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and  forgive  us  our  debts,  
as  we  forgive  our  debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil, for Yours is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn   
“For the Beauty of  the Earth”

Benediction	 Rev. Dr. Pamela Anderson

Response: “Shalom”
Sha rom, sha rom, mata a u hi ma de. Sha rom, sha rom, 
Kami  no  mi  megumi.  (Peace,  peace,  until  we  meet 
again.  Peace,  peace,  may  we  be  blessed  with  grace 
from God.)
Sha rom, sha rom, mata a u hi ma de. Sha rom, sha rom, 
yuta  kani,  yuta  kani,  yuta  kani.  (Peace,  peace,  until 
we meet again. Peace, peace, abundantly, abundantly, 
abundantly.)

In Appreciation:
Online Greeter	 May Lee
Flowers	 Russ & Lori Hart


